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MULTISTAGE DESPREADING OP SPREAD SPECTRUM COMMUNICATION SIGNALS 



DESCRIPTION 



Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to spread spectrum communications systems and, in 
particular, to the despreading of spread spectrum communications signals. 

Background of the Invention 

Wireless communications is growing unabated. The predominant problem with 
respect to a continued growth is the fact that while the amount of electromagnetic 
spectrum available for wireless communications is limited, novel applications and an 
increasing number of customers necessitate an ever increasing data throughput. 
Thus, innovative solutions are required to meet these increasing capacity needs. 

Spread spectrum communications is one. of the solutions for efficiently using limited 
spectrum resources. In a spread spectrum transmitter, a digital bit stream at a basic 
data rate is spread to a transmit pulse rate, also called chip rate. This spreading . 
operation involves applying a user unique spreading (or channelization) code to the 
bit stream that increases its bandwidth. Additionally, scrambling can be performed. 
The resulting pulse sequence (chips) is then modulated to generate an output signal. 
This output signal is added to other similarly processed output signals for multi- 
channel transmission over a communications medium. The fundamentals of spread- 
ing and scrambling are described in more detail in chapter 3.3 of Harri Holma and 
Antti Toskala, WCDMA for UMTS, John Wiley & Sons Ltd., second edition, 2002. 

. The output signals of multiple users (channels) advantageously share one transmis- 
sion communications frequency, with the multiple signals appearing to be located on 
top of each other in both the frequency domain and the time domain. Because the 
applied spreading codes are user unique, however, each output signal transmitted 
over the shared communications frequency is similarly unique. Therefore, through 
the application of proper processing techniques at a receiver the individual output 
signals associated with individual users may be distinguished from each other. 
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In a spread spectrum receiver the received signals are demodulated and the appro- 
priate digital code for the user of interest is applied to despread the desired trans- 
mitted signal and return to the basic data rate. The despreading operation thus 
comprises a correlation process comparing the received signal with the appropriate 
digital spreading code. 

Modern spread spectrum receivers usually have to despread more than one spread- 
ing code simultaneously. To keep in such multi-code scenarios the complexity and 
power consumption of the despreading operation as small as possible, efficient 
techniques for jointly despreading two or more different spreading codes have to be 
implemented. Usually, these techniques perform quite well if the spreading codes 
have the same spreading factor, i.e. an identical code length. 

Often, however, multi-code transmission is based on spreading codes with different 
spreading factors. There is thus a need for a method and a device for efficiently 
despreading a multi-code signal that has been generated using two or more spread- 
ing codes with different spreading factors. 

Summary of the Invention 

As regards a method, this need is satisfied according to the invention by subjecting 
the multi-code signal to a first despreading step that includes a first Fast Hadamard 
Transform (FHT) to jointly despread the spreading codes, wherein during the first 
despreading step despreading by a factor lower than or equal to the lowest spread- 
ing factor is performed so that one or more spreading codes are despread only 
partially. The signal or signal portion including one or more partially despread 
spreading codes is subjected to one or more further despreading steps. 

Thus, the individual spreading codes of different spreading factors comprised in the 
multi-code signal are initially despread jointly. This allows in many cases to reduce 
the complexity of the despreading operation as a whole. 

The individual despreading steps may be performed in a cascaded manner. According 
to a preferred implementation the cascadation includes splitting the signal paths after 
a particular despreading step into one or more signal paths that carry completely 
despread signals and one or more further signal paths carrying signals that have to 
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be despread further. Thus, a signal portion that has been spread with a spreading 
code of a higher spreading factor may be subjected to more individual despreading 
steps than a signal portion that has been spread with a spreading code of a lower 
spreading factor. 

Preferably, the first FHT, that is performed in the course of the first despreading 
step, is correlated with the lowest spreading factor. If, for example, the lowest 
spreading factor is N, i.e. the corresponding spreading code consists of a sequence of 
N individual code elements, the FHT may have a dimension of N x N. Alternatively, 
the first FHT may have a fixed dimension that is independent from (e.g. lower than) 
the lowest spreading factor appearing in the multi-code signal to be despread. 

The first or any further despreading step may include one or more permutation 
operations. A permutation operation may provide a one-to-one mapping of an input 
sample stream onto an output sample stream. The mapping may be used for various 
purposes like the sorting of signal portions associated with different spreading 
factors. In the most simple cases the permutation operation may be based on a unity 
matrix. 

In the first despreading step the permutation operation may be performed before or 
after the first FHT. In principle, it may also be performed both before and after the 
first FHT. Performing the permutation operation before the first FHT is advantageous 
in the case orthogonal pn or Gold spreading codes have to be despread. Of course, 
one or more permutation operations may also be performed in the one or more 
despreading steps following the first despreading step. 

One or more of the despreading steps may include a serial-to-parallel conversion. 
Such a conversion may be used to convert an asynchronous sample stream into a 
synchronous sample stream. The serial-to-parallel conversion may be accompanied 
by a reduction of the sampling rate. According to one variant of the invention, a 
serial-to-parallel conversion precedes at least one of the first FHT and any following 
FHT. 

As has been mentioned before, the first despreading step is followed by one or more 
further despreading steps that aim in particular at despreading the spreading codes 
that have not yet been completey despread during the first despreading step. The 
further despreading steps may be configured identical with the first despreading step 
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or different therefrom. Advantageously, the one or more further despreading steps 
include at least one of a decimating operation, a switching operation, a summation 
operation, a second, third, etc. FHT, a serial-to-parallel conversion and a multiplica- 
tion operation. A single one or a combination of these operations may allow to 
further despread any partially despread spreading codes. 

According to a first variant of the invention an individual further despreading step 
includes a decimating operation that reduces the sampling rate with respect to a 
subsequent signal branch. Such a decimating operation may include a switching step 
during which a sequence of input samples is distributed according to a predefined 
distribution scheme over two or more signal branches. In each signal branch a 
summation operation may be performed and the outputs of the summation opera- 
tions could be used as input for a further FHT. 

According to a second variant of the invention a particular further despreading step 
includes a multiplication operation during which a partially despread spreading code 
is multiplied with a constant or varying factor, e.g. a weighting factor, or a repetitive 
sequence of factors. The multiplication operation may be followed by a summation 
operation. The summation operation, which may also be performed independently 
from a multiplication operation, may be configured to calculate the sum of two or 
more consecutive signal portions (e.g. samples) and to provide an output signal in 
the form of the calculated sum. 

According to a third variant of the invention a specific further despreading step 
following the first despreading step Includes a further FHT. For every output path of 
the further FHT a summation operation may be performed. 

The above variants may be combined in any order and may additionally be imple- 
mented in the first despreading step. 

The first or any further FHT could be a full FHT or a reduced FHT. A reduced FHT 
denotes an approach where certain operations in the FHT are not performed. For 
example operations resulting in intermediate sums which are not used in any of the 
next FHT steps may be omitted. 

The invention may be implemented as software, as a piece of hardware, or as a 
combination thereof. Thus, the invention also relates to a computer program product 
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with program code portions for performing the individual steps of the invention when 
the computer program product is run on a computing device. The computer program 
product may be stored on a computer-readable data carrier. 

As regards a hardware solution, the invention relates to a despreading component for 
despreading a multi-code signal that has been generated using two or more spread- 
ing codes with different spreading factors. The despreading component comprises a 
first despreading stage for performing a first despreading step that includes a first 
FHT to jointly despread the spreading codes by a factor lower than or equal to the 
lowest spreading factor so that one or more spreading codes are despread only 
partially. The despreading component further comprises at least a second despread- 
ing stage for performing one or more further despreading steps with respect to the 
signal or a signal portion that includes one or more partially despread spreading 
codes. 

The despreading component may be part of a wireless communications receiver. For 
example the despreading component may be located within a terminal device (e.g. 
within a mobile telephone) or within a network node like a radio base station. 

Brief description of the drawings 

A more complete understanding of the method and device of the present invention 
may be obtained by reference to the following detailed description when taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram of a spread spectrum communications system 
including a despreading component according to the invention; 

Fig. 2 illustrates the principle of a Fast Hadamard Transform; 

Fig. 3 illustrates a reduced Fast Hadamard Transform; 

Fig. 4 is a block diagram of a first embodiment of a despreading component 
according to the invention; 



Fig. 5 



is a block diagram illustrating a possible realization of the first embodi- 
ment depicted in Fig. 4; 
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Rg. 6 is a block diagram of a despreading component according to a second 
embodiment of the invention; and 

Rg. 7 is a block diagram of despreading component according to a third 
embodiment of the invention. 



Detailed description of preferred embodiments 

In the following description, for the purposes of explanation and not limitation, 
specific details are set forth, such as particular embodiments, signal formats etc. in 
order to provide a thorough understanding of the present invention. It will be 
apparent to one skilled in the art that the present invention may be practiced in other 
embodiments that depart from these specific details. In particular, while some of the 
following embodiments are described herein below incorporated in a wide band code 
division multiple access (WCDMA) system, the present invention is not limited to 
such an implementation but can be utilized in any transmission environment that 
allows multi-code transmission techniques. Moreover, those skilled in the art will 
appreciate that the functions explained herein below may be implemented using 
individual hardware circuitry, using software functioning in conjunction with a 
programmed microprocessor or a general purpose computer> using an application 
specific integrated circuit (ASIC), and/or using one or more digital signal processors 
(DSPs). 

Reference is now made to Rg. 1 which depicts a block diagram of a direct-sequence 
spread spectrum communications system 10 according to the invention. Rg; 1 
illustrates the generation of a multi-code signal using orthogonal codes of different 
spreading factors (SFs). 

Within a transmitter 12 informational data streams comprising symbols al, a2, a3, ... 
are received on lines 18. The informational data streams may have different symbol 
rates. A multi-code spreader 14 impresses much higher rate chip streams known as 
spreading sequences onto the informational data streams. The spread informational 
data streams are added by adder 22 to generate on line 16 a multicode signal. 
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As becomes apparent from Fig. 1, the spreader 14 includes four individual signal 
paths and an individual multiplier 20 in each signal path. By means of the multipliers 
20 the actual spreading of the informational data streams is performed by weighting 
a particular periodical spreading sequence with an informational data stream (1 data 
stream symbol per spreading sequence period). If the informational bits of the 
informational data streams are assigned values of plus or minus 1, the logical combi- 
nation can be expressed as an arithmetic multiplication. The set of code words used 
by the spreader 14 could be an orthogonal set, such as the Walsh or Hadamard code 
word sets. 

The multi-code signal output by the spreader 14 on line 16 is Input to a scrambler 
24. The scrambler 24 is configured as a multiplier that multiplies the spread data se- 
quence output by the spreader 14 chip-wise with a complex scrambling code. 

In addition to spreading, part of the process performed in the transmitter 11 is a 
scrambling operation performed by the scrambler 24. This is needed to separate 
terminals or base stations from each other. Scrambling is used on top of spreading, 
so it does not change the signal bandwidth but only makes the signals from different 
sources separable from each other. As has been mentioned before, transmissions 
from a single source are separated using the spreading codes. With the scrambling, it 
would not matter if the actual spreading was done with identical spreading codes for 
several transmitters. 

The scrambled multi-code signal output by the scrambler 24 is then modulated onto 
a radio-frequency (RF) carrier by a modulator not depicted in Fig. 1. If the symbols of 
the spread data sequence are binary, then binary phase shift keying (BPSK) may be 
effected by the modulator. If the symbols of the spread data sequence are complex, 
however, quadrature phase shift keying (QPSK) or offset-QPSK may be effected by 
the modulator. 

The modulated multi-code signal is then passed to a broadcast antenna 26 for 
transmitting the signal using electromagnetic waves via a channel 28. 

A receive antenna 30 of a receiver 32 collects the signal energy of the transmitted 
modulated multi-code signal. In the receiver 32, the multi-code signal is amplified, 
filtered, mixed and analogue-to-digital converted (not shown) as necessary to 
convert the received multi-code signal to a multi-code baseband signal on line 34. 
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The multi-code baseband signal Is Input to a descrambler 36 and the descrambled 
signal output by the descrambler 36 Is fed to a despreading component 38. The 
despreadlng component 38 despreads the multi-code signal and outputs inter alia 
estimates for the symbols al, a2, a3, ... 

As has been mentioned above, the multi-code signal that has to be despread by the 
despreading component 38 has been generated using a plurality of spreading codes 
with different spreading factors. Thus, the despreading component 38 includes a 
plurality of despreading stages for performing a cascaded despreading of the multi- 
code signal. Several cascaded despreading approaches will be discussed below in 
more detail. 

Each of these despreading approaches comprises a first despreading step including 
an FHT to jointly despread the spreading codes based on which the multi-code signal 
has been generated. Applying a butterfly structure known from the Fast Fourier 
Transform (FFT), the FHT reduces the number of operations required for the de- 
spreading of the multi-code signal that has been built on classes of orthogonal binary 
signals. 

In Fig. 2, this basic element (butterfly structure) of the FHT is shown. Based on 
complex input samples x and y, the butterfly structure is utilized to calculate the sum 
x + y and the difference x - y of the input samples. Classes of spreading codes that 
can be handled by the FHT comprise the Walsh-Hadamard codes on which the 
WCDMA code-tree Is based as well as sets of orthogonal Gold codes. The Gold codes 
are permutations of Walsh-Hadamard codes. Of course, other sets of orthogonal 
codes could be despread as well using an FHT. 

The one or more FHTs performed by the despreading component 38 can be full FHTs 
or reduced FHTs. A full FHTs denotes the application of a complete FHT whereas a 
reduced FHT denotes an optimized approach as regards the omission of certain 
operations. For example operations resulting in intermediate sums which are not 
used in any of the further steps of a particular FHT may not be performed. An 
example for a reduced FHT is depicted in Fig. 3. The dashed lines denote omitted 
operations. 

In the following, several exemplary implementations of the despreading component 
38 depicted in Fig. 1 will be discussed with reference to Figs. 4 to 7. The approaches 
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shown in Figs. 4 to 7 relate to configurations not limited to the WCDMA transmission 
scenario depicted in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 shows a first embodiment of a despreading component 38 according to the 
invention. The despreading component 38 of Fig. 4 is configured to despread spread- 
ing codes of two different spreading factors. More specifically, Fig. 4 shows a con- 
figuration of a despreading component 38 for despreading up to N codes of 
spreading factor SF = N and up to K spreading codes of spreading factor SF = KN. 
The approach depicted in Fig. 4 could be generalized as regards the joint despread- 
ing of spreading codes with three or more different spreading factors. 

The despreading component 38 of Fig. 4 comprises a first despreading stage 40 and 
a second despreading stage 42. The first despreading stage 40 includes a serial-to- 
parallel converter 41, a component 44 for performing an FHT of dimension N x N and 
a permutation component 46 coupled to the outputs of the FHT component 44. The 
second despreading stage 42 is configured to perform a further FHT with respect to a 
subset of the outputs of the first despreading stage 40 and may include additional 
processing components not depicted in Fig. 4. 

It should be noted that additional serial-to-parallel converters, permutation compo- 
nents and FHT components could be added as necessary. For example a third 
despreading stage not depicted in Fig. 1 may be configured to perform a further 
despreading operation with respect to a subset of the outputs of the second de- 
spreading stage 42, and so on. Since in general a subsequent despreading stage will 
only process a subset of the outputs of a preceding despreading stage, despreading 
is performed in a cascaded manner. 

Now the operation of the despreading component 38 depicted in Fig. 4 will be 
described in more detail. As becomes apparent from Fig. 4, the despreading compo- 
nent 38 has a single input for receiving a stream of descrambled multi-code input 
samples at a sampling rate r. In the first despreading stage 40 the input samples are 
first subjected to a serial-to-parallel conversion in the serial-to-parallel converter 41. 
The serial-to-parallel converter 41 successively builds blocks of N input samples and 
outputs the input samples block-wise via N outputs. By this the output sampling rate 
is reduced by a factor of 1/N. 
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The component 44 for performing an NxN FHT has N inputs and receives the sample 
blocks output by the serial-to-parallel converter 41. In the FHT component 44 the 
sample blocks are subjected to an FHT of dimension NxN. 

The dimension of the FHT performed in the component 44 has been chosen such 
that it corresponds to the lowest spreading factor SF = N utilized during the genera- 
tion of the multi-code signal in the transmitter 12 of Fig, 1. Thus, the spreading code 
with the lowest spreading factor SF ■ N will be despread completely within the FHT 
component 44 so that the one or more informational data streams that have been 
spread with the lowest spreading factor SF = N can be recovered. On the other hand, 
a portion of the multi-code signal that is associated with spreading codes of higher 
spreading factors will be despread only partially by the FHT of dimension N x N and 
will have to be despread further in the second despreading stage 42. 

It should be noted that in principle the FHT component 44 could be configured to 
perform an FHT of dimension M x M, wherein M < N. In such a case the spreading 
code with the lowest spreading factor SF = N will be despread only partially within 
the FHT component 44. This means that after the M x M FHT the spreading code 
with the lowest spreading factor has to be despread further Jike the spreading codes 
with higher spreading factors. 

The FHT component 44 of Fig. 4 outputs the transformed samples via N outputs at 
the sampling rate of r/N. The samples output by the FHT component 44 are input to 
the permutation component 46. In the permutation component 46, the samples 
received via the N outputs from the FHT component 44 are subjected to a permuta- 
tion operation that provides a one-to-one mapping of an input sample stream onto 
an output sample stream. 

In the most simple case the permutation matrix applied during the permutation 
operation is a unity matrix not changing anything. In such a case the permutation 
component 46 may as well be omitted. In more complex cases the permutation 
component 46 is used to separate the sample streams output by the FHT component 
44. This separation is performed such that samples relating to an informational data 
stream that has been recovered during the FHT performed in the FHT component 44 
are output via one or more first outputs 50 of the first despreading stage 40 and 
samples that have not yet been despread completely are output by a one or more 
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second outputs 52 of the first despreading stage 40 that are coupled to the second 
despreading stage 42. 

The permutation operation performed by the permutation component 46 will neither 
result in a processing delay nor does it require any kind of data processing. Thus, the 
sampling rate r/N at the outputs 50, 52 of the permutation component 46 is identical 
to the sampling rate r/N at the inputs of the permutation component 46. In some 
cases, i.e. if orthogonal pn or Gold codes have to be despread, a further permutation 
component not depicted in Fig. 4 may be arranged within the first despreading stage 
40 before the FHT component 44. 

As has been mentioned above, the permutation operation performed by the permu- 
tation component 46 separates the one or more informational data streams that have 
been completely despread by the N x N FHT performed in the FHT component 44 
from the one or more sample streams that have been despread only partially by this 
N x N FHT and that have to be despread further. These one or more sample streams 
are output via the second outputs 52 of the first despreading stage 40 to the second 
despreading stage 42. 

The second despreading stage 42 includes several serial-to-parallel converters 
arranged in parallel, an optional permutation component for sorting the outputs of 
the serial-to-parallel converters and two or more parallel FHT components receiving 
the optionally permutated outputs of the serial-to-parallel converters (not depicted). 
Each of the FHT components of the second despreading stage 42 performs an FHT of 
dimension K x K. The informational data streams that have been spread with a 
spreading factor SF = K x N and that have been despread only partially by the N x N 
FHT are further despread by the K x K FHTs performed in the second despreading 
stage 42. The second despreading stage then outputs up to K informational data 
streams that have now been despread completely. Due to the serial-to-parallel 
conversion performed during the second despreading step the sampling rate is 
reduced from r/N at the input of the second despreading stage 42 to r/(N x K) at the 
output of the second despreading stage 42. 

In Fig. 5 a practical realization of the despreading component 38 depicted in Fig. 4 is 
shown. The despreading component 38 of Fig. 5 is configured to despread a multi- 
code signal that has been generated using six different spreading codes. As becomes 
apparent from Fig. 5, two of the six spreading codes (codes 1 and 2) have a spread- 
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ing factor of four and the remaining four codes (codes 3 to 6) have a spreading 
factor of eight. 

Thus, the FHT component 44 of the first despreading stage 40 is configured to 
perform a FHT of dimension 4x4. This means that the original informational or data 
streams that have been spread with the spreading factor 4 are despread completely 
within the first despreading stage 40 and output via the outputs 1 and 2 of the first 
despreading stage 40 at a symbol rate of 1/4 T c , 1/T C being the chip rate. 

The remaining two outputs of the despreading stage 40 are coupled to the second 
despreading stage 42. More specifically, each of the two outputs is coupled to an 
individual serial-to-parallel converter 45i,45 2 of the second despreading stage 42. 
Each of the serial-to-parallel converters 45i, 45 2 outputs data blocks consisting of two 
samples, thus reducing the symbol rate by a factor of 2. The serial-to-parallel con- 
verter 45i, 45 2 are each coupled to a FHT component 43i, 43 2 of the second de- 
spreading stage 42. The FHT components 43i, 43 2 perform an FHT of dimension 2 x 
2 to completely despread the remaining signal portions that have been despread only 
partially within the first despreading stage 40. The second despreading stage 42 has 
four outputs 3, 4, 5 and 6 for outputting the completely despread remaining four 
informational data streams at a reduced symbol rate of 1/8 T c . 

Fig. 6 shows a second embodiment of a despreading component 38 according to the 
invention. The despreading component 38 of Fig. 6 is configured to despread spread- 
ing codes of two different spreading factors. More specifically, the despreading 
component 38 of Fig. 6 allows to despread up to N codes of spreading factor SF = N 
and to despread two fixed codes of spreading factor SF = 2 NL. A generalisation of 
the approach depicted in Fig. 6 as regards joint despreading of spreading codes with 
three or more different spreading factors is possible. 

The despreading component 38 of Fig. 6 has some components with similar functions 
like the despreading component of the first embodiment that has been described 
with reference to Fig. 4. Thus, similar elements will be denoted with similar reference 
numerals and a more detailed description thereof is omitted. 

Like the despreading component of the first embodiment, the despreading compo- 
nent of the second embodiment depicted in Fig. 6 includes a first despreading stage 
40 and a second despreading stage 42. The first despreading stage 40 is identical 
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with the first despreading stage of the despreading component of the first embodi- 
ment. Thus, the despreading stage 40 includes a plurality of first outputs 50 for fully 
despread informational data streams. A second despreading stage 42 is coupled to a 
single second output 52 of the first despreading stage 40. Via this second output 52 7 
the signal portion including the spreading codes of spreading factor SF = 2 NL that 
have been despread only partially in the first despreading stage 40 are output for 
being further despread in the second despreading stage 42. 

As can be seen from Fig. 6, the second despreading stage 42 includes a switch 60 
that distributes the sample sequence output by the first despreading stage 40 over 
two signal branches. The switch 60 operates such that the first L samples of the 
sample stream output by a specific output 52 of the despreading stage 40 are fed to 
the upper signal branch, the following L samples are fed to the lower signal branch, 
the following L samples are fed to the upper signal branch again and so on. In each 
of the two signal branches an individual adder 62a, 62b is arranged for summing 
sequences of L consecutive samples and outputting the sums thus obtained. The 
sampling rate is reduced from r/N at the output of a first despreading stage 40 to 
r/(2LN) at the output of each of the adders 62a, 62b. The combination of the switch 
60 and the adders 62a, 62b fulfills a similar task as the serial-to-parallel converters 
used In the second despreading stage of the first embodiment described with refer- 
ence to flgs.4 and 5. 

As shown in Fig.6 the outputs of the two adders 62a, 62b are input to a component 
64 for performing a FHT of dimension 2x2. The FHT component 64 outputs two 
informational data streams at a sampling rate that has been reduced further to r/(2 
LN). 

In the following, the scenario depicted in Fig. 6 is exemplarily described in a WCDMA 
context for the joint despreading of the common pilot channel (CPICH) and the 
primary common control physical channel (P-CCPCH) as well as some further chan- 
nels. In WCDMA, the CPICH and P-CCPCH are assigned the fixed spreading codes 
CH_ 256,0 and Ch_ 256,1, respectively. These spreading codes have a length 
(spreading factor) of 256 and can be written as 



(++++ ... ++++ ++++ ... ++++) and 
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The further channels that are to be jointly despread with the CPICH and P-CCPCH are 
assigned spreading codes of an identical length N < 256. 

When the multi-code signal including the CPICH and the P-CCPCH (both having been 
spread with a spreading code of spreading factor SF = 256) and the remaining 
channels (that have been spread using a spreading factor SF = N < 256) is input into 
the despreading component 38, the channels that have been spread with a spreading 
factor SF = N will be completely despread within the first despreading stage 40. The 
informational data streams associated with these channels will thus be output via the 
first outputs 50 of the first despreading stage 40. 

The CPICH and P-CCPCH, that have been spread with a spreading code having a 
higher spreading factor SF = 256, are despread within the first despreading stage 40 
only partially. The partially despread samples associated with these two channels are 
output via the second output 52 of the first processing stage and input to the second 
processing stage 42. By means of the switch 60 and the two adders 62a, 62b of the 
second despreading stage 42 two sums A and B are calculated. The first sum A is 
output by the adder 62a in the upper branch of the second despreading stage 42 and 
the second sum B is output by the adder 62b that is arranged in the lower branch. In 
order to get the despread values for the CPICH and the P-CCPCH, the sum A + B and 
the difference A - B have to be calculated. This corresponds to an FHT of dimension 
2x2 which is performed within the FHT component 64. 

Fig. 7 shows a third embodiment of a despreading component 38 according to the 
invention. The despreading component 38 of Fig. 7 is configured to despread spread- 
ing codes of two different spreading factors. More specifically, Fig. 7 shows a con- 
figuration of a despreading component 38 for despreading up to N spreading codes 
of spreading factor SF = N and up to M spreading codes of spreading factor SF = NL. 

As becomes apparent from Fig. 7, the first despreading stage 40 is identical with the 
first despreading stage of the previous two embodiments. Thus, a detailed descrip- 
tion thereof is omitted. The second despreading stage 42 includes up to M branches 
that are individually coupled to the second outputs 52 of the first despreading stage 
40. As has been mentioned before, the second outputs 52 are configured to output 
samples associated with spreading codes that have not yet been despread com- 
pletely In the first despreading stage 40. 
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The second despreading stage 42 includes in each of the M branches a multiplier 70 
and an adder 72. By means of the multiplier 70 periodic sequences of weights are 
impressed on the sample stream output by the first despreading stage 40. A single 
sequence of weights has a length of L The multiplier 70 does not change the 
sampling rate. This means that the sampling rate r/N at the output of the multiplier 
70 is identical with the sampling rate r/N at the output of the first despreading stage 
40. Each multiplier 70 outputs sequences of L samples that are added by the associ- 
ated adder 72 to thus reduce the sampling rate to r/(NL). 

The combination of a multiplier 70 and an adder 72 is based on the fact that long 
spreading codes can be considered as a concatenation of shorter basic codes that 
have been appropriately weighted. The outputs of the M adders 72 are the despread 
informational data streams that have originally been spread with spreading codes of 
spreading factor SF = NL. 

Although the three embodiments depicted in Figs. 4, 6 and 7 have been described 
separately, they may be combined in different ways. For example, two or more of the 
second despreading stages 42 described above with reference to Figs. 4, 6 and 7 
may be arranged in parallel or in series after the first despreading stage 40. Alterna- 
tively or additionally, the first despreading stage 40 may be substituted with one or 
more of the second despreading stages 42 of Figs. 4, 6 and 7. 

Although embodiments of the method and apparatus of the present invention have 
been illustrated in the accompanying drawings and described in the foregoing 
detailed description, it will be understood that the invention is not limited to the 
embodiments disclosed, but is capable of numerous rearrangements, modifications 
and substitutions without departing from the spirit of the invention as set forth and 
defined by the following claims. 



